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REPO  R  T 
OP  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 
(John  Hatton,  M.D. ,  D.P.H.) 

PQR  THE  YEAR 

1942 


presented  Ly 

Yeoman.  M.D. ,  P*R«C.Sc  (nciin.  j , 
Barris  t  er-at-Law 


ACTING-  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 


This  report  for  the  year  1942  concerns  a  period  prior  to 
the  departure  of  the  I.Iedical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr  John  Hatton, 
on  active  service  in  His  Majesty's  Navy. 

To  comply  -with  wartime  requirements  it  is  meagre  and  a 
mere  unclothed  skeleton  ly  comparison  with  -  the  detailed  treat¬ 
ment,  item  by  item,  in  statistical  tables,  commentaries  and 
suggestions,  which  were  demanded  by  the  Ministry  in  pre-war 
days.  However,.,  it  serves  the  purpose  of  obviating  any  rup¬ 
ture  in  the  sequence  of  Annual  Reports  „ 


The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  Iioylake  and  Wirral  and 
the  Inspector  in- Neston,  provide  the  matters  which  are  con¬ 
cerned  with  environmental  hygiene.  Y/ithout  the  aid  of  these 
officials  and  the  valuable  assistance  which  they  freely  prof¬ 
fered  to  me,  my  task  in  the  resumption  of  duty  would  have  been 
much  more  onerous  than  it  proved. 


To  each  of  these  Officers  i  tender  my  thanks . 


J .  D  .  i  e  ooxan 


Acting  Me  Ideal  Officer  of  Health 


1. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  ^r^a 
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The  area  is  residential  and  agricultural 
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Death  rate  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age;~ 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  . . 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
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Infant  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
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Deaths  at  various  ages  during  1942:- 
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3 

! 

i 

25  years  and  under  35  •  •  •  • 

2 

I 

.  i 

35  years  and  under  45  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

3  i 

1 

1 

45  years  and  under  55  ••  ••  ••  •• 
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Infantile  Deaths 
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The  Table  below_  was.  compiled  _  from  figures (  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General^  and  tlie  clas  silica  cion  is  given  according  bo 
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5. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  uFDVICES  FOR  THE  AREii 

public  Health  Officers 


Medical  Officer  of -Health;  J .Hatton  U»D» P D„P»Ho  (on  active  service) 

feting  Medical  Officer  of  Health*  .j  *  Be  Yeoman,  HaD. ,  F*RrG«So 

(pdin. )  9  DcPcHo  Bar ri s t er-at- lay/ 


n\ 
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nitary  Insnector;--  A®E*  13rince,  (L’pooly  A  Ah  SancI» 

M.R.IePvH.E. 


The  noting  Medical  officer  of  Health  is  also  Acting  Mecioal 
Officer  of  Health  to  the  Urean  .District  Councils  of  Hoylake  and 

\/irral0  A.:: 
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Laboratory  Facilities 
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Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 
Hospitals g  public  ana  Voluntary 
There  has  been  no  change  in  tnesc  services  during  the  year 

Legislation  in  force 
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vent  gross  pollution  of  ditches  ana  watercourses  by  the  ef'fluerr 
from  these  receptacles*  An  extension  of  the  sewerage  facilities 
is  necessary  to  deal  effectively  with  these  private  plants,. 

Elvers  and  Streams 

A  stream  in  the  Willaston  area  is  polluted  "by  the  effluent 
from  an  ineffict  ent  sewage  disposal  plant. 
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Public  Cleans  1 rg 


.n  the  position  ciurrng 


.  r. *  ^ 

J t-i-iL—  <-• 
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Tins 

Weight 
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Tinned  Milk  . 

lbs . 

Evaporated 

47 

47 

Dried 

8 

8 

55 

55 

Canned  Meat 

50 

147i 

Canned  Fish 

12 

Si  j 
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Canned  Vegetables 

7ri 

and  Fruit 
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1  3h2 

Canned  Soups 
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Meat  (Butchers) 
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\  . 
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Total 

I  143 
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2  cwts  _  2  ors  22  lbs 
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Shops  and  Offices 

Inspections  of  57 premises  were  made  during  the  7/ear. 
Camping  oi oes 

1.  Number  of  sites  in  use  in  1/1-2  •  *  * c 

2„  Number  of  Licenses  issued  * 0  0  *  .  0  r  ^7 

3.  Estimated  No.  of  campers  resident  ax  one  time  N11 

Smoke  Abatement 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  101  of  the  PuSic  Health 
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1936 <,  dealing  with  smoke  nuisances. 
Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 
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year  and  ~/6  visits  were  paid  for  this  purpose. 

Adult  e ration,  etc> 

This,  work  is  undertaken  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council 


u  .  .  :  '  .  SCABIES 

During  the  period  under  review  5 6  cases  of  Scabies  were 
brought  to  notice  by  doctors^  nurses,  the  School  Medical  Ser¬ 
vice  and  by  sufferers  presenting  themselves  .  voluntarily  for 
treatment. 

The  effect  of  the  Scabies  Order...  1941  and  of  Circular 
264-5  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  elated  14th  c  May,  1942,  was  that 
it  became  necessary  for  the  Council  to  provide  treatment  fac- 

_  .  .  _  .  —  .  .  r  •  — * 


ilities.  This  might  have  proved  difficult; 


■I  4- 


certainly 


would  have  proved  expensive  but  for  the  exceedingly  welcome- 
assistance  afforded  by  the  Heston  War  Memorial  Cottage  Hospital 
Thanks  are  due  to  the  Matron,  Nursing.  Bisters  and  staff,  who 
undertook  the  additional  duties  of  treating  Scabies  in  the  Out 
patients  department  of  the  Hospital,  .  . 

The  treatment  consists  of  a  complete  painting  01  the  body 
with  a  25f0  solution  of.  Benzyl  Benzoate  followed  by  similar 
treatment  after  an  interval  of  two  days  <.  There.., have  been  per  ¬ 

sistent  cases  which  appear  to  be  due  to  ro-xnI eo  uku  irom. 
treated  members  of  a  household.  It  xs  difficult  to  persuade 
parents'  of  the  reed  for  treating  every,  occupant  of , .  the  house 
simultaneously  in  order  to  destroy  the  parasite. 


Time  and  again  failure  to  present  for  treatment 
two  individuals  has  resulted  .in  the  re— inf  ection  of 
household.  . '**' . . . 
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*  prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  -Disease 

205  cases  of  infectious  disease  other  than  tuberculosis  were 
notified  during  1942.  Details  of  these  are  given  below. 

-  There  were  no  cases  of  Malaria,  Typhoid  Fever  or  puerpural 
pyrexia  in  the  Urban  District  during  the  period  under  review. 

The  incidence  of  Diphtheria  '"as  practically  the  sane  as  m 
the  previous  year  a  total  of  19  cases  compared  with  lo.  n-.l  »he 
patients  were  isolated  in  .  hospital  and  treated  with  uipntnena 
antitoxin  and  all  recovered.  .  Tco.rlet  Fever  notifications  shews  u 
U  increase  during- 1942.  47  cases  being  reported  as  against  4 

in'  1;?41 « 

12  cases  of  Pneumonia  and  two  cases  of  Irysipedas  also  occur¬ 
red  but  none  of  these  presented  any  unusual  features.  5  cas^  of 
Whooping  Cough  and  107  cases  of  Measles  were  reported,  nil  these 

patients  recovered. 

Three  cases  of  Cerebro  Spinal _ Fever  were  reported  during  the 
year.  The  patients  recovered.  a 

The  Council’s  schene  for  free  diphtheria  immunisation  his  made 
satisfactory  progress  though  the  response  of ' parents  of  children 
under  five  years  of  age  has  been  rather  disappointing.  .  cxIL  s 
cf  the  children  who  have  been  treated  at  the  Council’s  clinrcs  are 

dven  below. 
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DIPHTHhuIA  PROPHYL/iXIS 

Return  for  Twelve  months  ending  51st  December,  1942 
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Years  of  Age 
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Between  5  &  15 
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Approximate  estimated  number  of  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  District  at  31st.  Dec, 

. . 
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Return  for  twelve  months  ending  31s tnDecember,  1942  (Continued) 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  for  the  Year  194-2 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

No  action  has  been  taken  during  1941  under  the  public  Health 
(prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  relating  to  per¬ 
sons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk 
trade  or  under  Section  172  of  the  public  Health  Act,  1936,  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  compulsory  removal  to  a  hospital  of  persons  suxferin^, 
from  tuberculosis. 


Age 

periods 


0-1 
1-5 
5-15 
15  -  25 
25  -  35 
35  ~  45 
45  ~  55 
55  -  65 

65  and 
upwards 

Totals 


Cases  and  Mortality  during  1942 


New  Oases 


Deaths 


Pulmonary  ]  Noi>-pulnonary  j  Pulmonary  [  Nonr-putaonary 


M 


I  ;  1 


1 


1 


1  •!  - 


i 


3  s  2 


i  .. 


T  7 

lx 


i  _ 


lx 


I  P 


1 


1  i  - 


1  |  - 


. f 


4 


■  smm  ’ 


■ 


